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I. Response to Intervention 
 
A. Introduction  
 
Response to Intervention (RtI) is a general education initiative designed to address the needs of 
struggling learners early in their educational experience. The language related to RtI was 
included in U.S. education law with the 2004 reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) and incorporated into New York State Regulation 100.2.  
 
RtI begins with high quality research-based instruction in the general education setting 
provided by the general education teacher. Core classroom curriculum is aligned to the NY 
State Common Core Learning Standards and grade level performance indicators. RtI is a multi-
tiered process that provides instructional or behavioral support to students by providing 
additional instruction based on individual weaknesses or skill deficits. Each tier provides 
instruction with increased intensity such as smaller group size or increased instructional time 
focused on specific areas. The focus is on targeted interventions directed to the needs of the 
individual student rather than broad based instruction. RtI aims to identify at-risk students in 
order to remediate specific deficits and avoid special education.  
 
Student intervention outcomes drive instructional decision making at every tier of the model. A 
systematic, data-based decision making (problem solving) method is used to decide not only 
what interventions to implement but also to determine their effectiveness for the student. 
Clarkstown’s RtI process combines universal screening, progress monitoring, and high quality 
instruction for all students with interventions targeted at struggling students.  
 
The four essential components of RtI are:  
 

• A school wide, multi-level instructional and behavioral system for preventing  
   academic failure  
• Universal Screening  
• Progress Monitoring  
• Data-based decision making for instruction, movement within the multi-level  
   system, and disability identification (in accordance with state law). 

 
 



 

Tier 3/Tertiary Interventions 1-5%
•Individual students

•Assessment-based

•High intensity

1-5% Tier 3/Tertiary Interventions
•Individual students

•Assessment-based

•Intense, durable procedures

Tier 2/Secondary Interventions 5-15%
•Some students (at-risk)

•High efficiency

•Rapid response

•Small group interventions

• Some individualizing

5-15% Tier 2/Secondary Interventions
•Some students (at-risk)

•High efficiency

•Rapid response

•Small group interventions

•Some individualizing

Tier 1/Universal Interventions   80-90%
•All students

•Preventive, proactive

80-90% Tier 1/Universal Interventions
•All settings, all students

•Preventive, proactive

School-Wide Systems for Student Success:

A Response to Intervention (RTI) Model

Academic Systems Behavioral Systems

Illinois PBIS Network, Revised May 15, 2008. 

Adapted from “What is school-wide PBS?”

OSEP Technical Assistance Center on Positive 

Behavioral Interventions and Supports.  

Accessed at http://pbis.org/schoolwide.htm

 
 
 
 
B. Appropriate Instruction 
 
Appropriate instruction is defined in the “Response to Intervention: Guidance for New York 
State Districts – October 2010” as a core program that provides:  
 
• High quality, research-based instruction to all students in the general education class 
   provided by qualified teachers;  
• Differentiated instruction to meet the wide range of student needs;  
• Curriculum that is aligned to the NYS Common Core Learning Standards and performance 
   indicators for all general education subjects; and  
• Instructional strategies that utilize a formative assessment process. 
 
Instructional strategies based on scientific research identify those practices that demonstrate 
high learning rates and improved academic performance for most students.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

C. Universal Screening  
 
Academic screening assessments are conducted to identify students who may be at risk for 
poor learning outcomes. Universal screening tests are typically brief, conducted with all 
students at a grade level, and followed by additional testing and short-term progress 
monitoring to verify students’ risk status.  
 
The STAR Enterprise Assessment System for Reading and Mathematics (STAR) will be the 
universal screening measure for all students K-8. STAR assesses basic reading, reading 
comprehension, and mathematics. Additionally, individual assessments will also be conducted, 
such as the Early Literacy Profile (ELP), and the Fountas & Pinnell Assessment (F&P) to provide 
additional information to inform instruction. Screenings will take place three times per year 
formally; informal additional assessments will be used to monitor progress.  
 
After each benchmark period (fall, winter and spring), Instructional Support Teams at each 
building will convene. The teams are comprised of the building principal, interventionists (which 
may include the school psychologist, academic intervention teachers, speech/language 
teachers, special education teachers, ESL teachers, and other teaching staff as appropriate) who 
will meet with classroom teachers to discuss the students’ performance on the screening. 
Although teams will consider benchmarks and cut points, they will also consider other factors, 
including the results of informal assessments, along with any other information teachers 
provide. The teams will determine which students are not meeting benchmarks, and will then 
decide what type of monitoring and intervention a student needs, as part of a hybrid approach 
to assessment and intervention. 

 
D. Multi-Tier Service Delivery Model  
 

i. Tier I Instruction:  Classroom Instruction for All Students  
 
Core instruction takes place in the general education classrooms and includes all students. 
Instruction is currently aligned with the NYS Common Core Learning Standards. The core 
instruction includes differentiation based on the abilities and needs of all students. Teachers 
identify groups in their classes in order to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all 
learners. Differentiated learning activities (e.g., mixed instructional grouping, use of learning 
centers, peer tutoring) are utilized to address individual needs.  
 

ii. Tier 2 Instruction:  Tier 1  plus Targeted Intervention  
 
Tier 2 is a secondary level of intervention intended for those students who are not responding 
to core instruction at Tier 1. This supplemental instruction is provided in addition to, and not in 
place of, the core instruction provided in Tier 1. Tier 2 interventions focus on areas of student 
need or weakness that are determined from the results of the universal screening in 
combination with the district grade level literacy and/or math assessments.  



 

 
Tier 2 Interventionists may include:  
 
• Classroom Teachers  
• AIS Teachers  
• Reading Teachers  
• ESL Teachers  
• Speech/Language Teachers  
• Special Education Teachers who provide RtI support  

 Teaching Assistants (working under the supervision/direction of certified teachers) 
• Other highly qualified interventionists  
 
The location of a Tier 2 intervention may be the classroom or an alternate location to be 
determined by the school. Group size is consistently smaller than that of Tier 1. Frequency of 
intervention provided varies; however, generally it is no less than three times per week for a 
minimum of 20 – 40 minutes per session. The duration of the intervention may last anywhere 
from 6 – 12 weeks.  Progress monitoring occurs at least monthly in this tier of service.  Tier 2 
interventions are supported by research and vary by curriculum focus, group size, frequency, 
and duration based on individual student’s responsiveness. 
 

iii. Tier 3 Instruction:  Tier 1 plus Customized Intervention  
 
Tier 3 provides tertiary level  intervention intended for those students who are not responding 
to instruction at Tiers 1 and 2. The third tier of this model creates intensive instructional 
interventions to increase an individual student’s rate of progress. This tier provides greater 
individualized instruction in an individualized or small group session. These services are 
considered supplemental instruction to Tier 1 and are not intended to replace Tier 1 
instruction. Individual diagnostic assessments are conducted to determine specific patterns of 
skills that the individual has and does not have for the purpose of designing effective 
instruction to remediate the students’ deficits.  
 
The location of a Tier 3 intervention is usually outside of the classroom. Group size is 
consistently smaller than that of Tier 2. Frequency of intervention provided varies, but it is 
more frequent than Tier 2 and may last anywhere from 8 – 16 weeks. Students who receive Tier 
3 interventions will be monitored for progress using weekly progress monitoring probes.  
 
All interventionists work with the general education teacher to provide continuity and 
congruence of instruction.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
E. Parent Information and Notification  
 
Parents are essential to a child’s success in school.  When a child needs supplemental 
instruction, school staff will describe that instruction to the parent.  Parents are encouraged to 
partner with the school to provide extra practice to develop skills.  
 

i. Parent Information 
Parents have been informed about the concept of Response to Intervention through 
the district website, informational meetings and letters. This information should 
provide a rationale for RtI and the procedures put in place to address the state and 
national regulations.  

 
ii. Procedures for Notification to Parents  

Written notification is provided to the parents when a student requires an 
intervention beyond that provided to all students in the general 
education classroom.  This letter provides information about:  

 
A. General Education services that will be provided pursuant to the structure and 

components of the RtI program selected by the school district;  
B. The amount and nature of student performance data that will be collected; 
C. Strategies for increasing the student’s rate of learning; and  
D. The parents’ right to request an evaluation for special education programs 

and/or services. [8NYCRR 100.2(ii) (1) (vi)]  
 
 
A parent may request an evaluation for special education at any time, including during any 
stage of the RtI process. To request an evaluation, contact the principal, a special education 
teacher or the psychologist at the school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
II. Academic Intervention Services  
 
 
A. Overview 
  
Once a school’s RtI team determines that a student requires additional support academically or 
behaviorally the student is placed in the appropriate support group as part of the district’s 
Academic Intervention Services (AIS) Plan.  Under an RtI Plan, Tier 2 and Tier 3 intervention is 
AIS.   Intervention in these tiers is intended to assist students who have not met or who are at 
risk of not meeting the designated performance levels on State assessment in English language 
arts (grades K-12), mathematics (grades K-12), social studies (grade 6-12) and science (grades 4-
12).  
 
There are two components of AIS:  

• Additional instruction that supplements the general curriculum (regular classroom 
                 instruction) and/or  

• Student support services needed to address barriers to improved academic 
   performance.  

 
AIS are available to students with disabilities on the same basis as non-disabled students.  
Academic intervention services are additional general education instructional and/or support 
services that assist students in meeting State learning standards. AIS are provided in addition 
to, and must not supplant, special education services. Because AIS are general education 
services, they should not be indicated on the individualized education program (IEP). 
 

The NYS Education Department defines additional instruction as the provision of extra time for 
focused instruction and/or increased student-teacher instructional contact time. The 
regulations also indicate that services may vary in intensity depending on the student’s needs, 
but must be designed to respond to student needs as indicated through State assessment 
results and/or the district-adopted assessments that are consistent throughout the district at 
each grade level. 

 
B. District Procedures  
 
The RtI process described above provides the venue for the school’s Instructional Support Team 
(IST), facilitated by the principal (and/or assistant principal), to review/select students for AIS 
based on district established entry criteria (see separate criteria document). At the middle and 
high school level, the Academic Administrator assists in this process. The IST decides who will 
receive AIS by reviewing multiple data points that may include, progress reports, major test 
results, and teacher recommendations (see Appendices A-C).  
 



 

Once students are identified for AIS, parents are informed per the Parent Notification section 
outlined in the section above. Students may begin services in the fall based upon their 
performance from the previous school year. Additional students can be included in AIS based 
upon performance during the school year. The Instructional Support Team would determine 
this based upon their performance relative to the district criteria. Regular progress monitoring 
is required. At K-5, AIS progress reports are provided to parents on a trimester basis as part of 
the report card process.  At 6-12, AIS progress reports are provided quarterly with interim 
updates, aligned to their report card process. 
 
When students demonstrate proficiency on grade level standards using multiple measures as 
evidence, their parents are sent a letter informing them that their child will no longer receive 
AIS, along with the reasons why the service will be discontinued. It is important to note that the  
increased expectations associated with the Common Corte Learning Standards are intended to 
be mastered in the classroom setting, rather than through AIS services. 

The appendices that follow will further detail the RtI/AIS processes in place at the K-5, 6-8 and 
9-12 levels in the Clarkstown schools. 

 

C. Types of Services  
The type, frequency and duration of service will be determined based upon individual need. 
Samples of service options in our district include:  
 

• Scheduling options including extra class time or extended time  
• Decreased student/teacher ratio  
• Small group instruction  
• Summer programs  
• Monitoring of progress by classroom teacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APPENDIX A 
K-5 RtI/AIS 

 

Eligibility Criteria 

Students are eligible for Academic Intervention Services based on AT RISK performance as 
measured by: 
 

 Early literacy benchmarks (K-2) 

 Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment 

 Universal screener  

 Trimester report card grades 

 NYS assessments  

 Teacher Recommendation 

 

Explanation of Services 

The level of service provided is determined through the building’s RtI Team and is based upon 
the level of student need in any given area of concern (ELA, Mathematics, Behavior).  The 
possible types of services include: 
 

 Tier I – additional small group support provided by the classroom teacher 

 Monitoring – classroom teacher and specialist check on student progress  

 Consultation – classroom teacher collaborates with a specialist to develop 
classroom intervention  

 Tier 2 – additional small group (3-5) instruction is provided by a specialist through 
a push in or pull out scheduling 

 Tier 3 – intensive small group (1-3) instruction is provided by a specialist with 
increased frequency 

 Social/Emotional Support Groups 

 

Frequency and Duration of Service 

Dependent upon the Tier of service and the level of student need,  the frequency and 
duration of service will vary from: 

 1 – 5 times per week 

 20 – 40 minutes per session 

 Service may begin and end at any time during the school year 

 

Exit Criteria: 

Student progress is assessed through the re-administration of the multiple measures listed 
above.  A student is considered to have reached the exit criteria for their area of need when 
they approach the grade level benchmarks across multiple measures. 



 

APPENDIX B 
6-8 RtI/AIS 

 

Eligibility Criteria 

Students are eligible for Academic Intervention Services based on AT RISK performance on 
the following multiple measures: 

 NYS Assessments 

 Interim Progress Reports  

 Quarterly Report Card  

 Universal screener performance 

 Teacher Recommendation 
 

 

Explanation of Services 

The level of service provided is determined through the building’s RtI Team and is based upon 
the level of student need in any given area of concern.  The possible types of services include: 
 

 Tier 1:  Classroom differentiation 

 Tier 2:  Language Arts Workshop,  Math Workshop 

 Tier 3:  English Intensive, Math Intensive 

 Social/Emotional Support Groups 

 

Duration of Services 

Dependent upon the level of student need, the frequency and duration of service will vary 
from: 

 1 – 5 times per week 

 30 – 40 minutes per session 

 Service may begin and end at any time during the school year 
 

 

Exit Criteria 

Student progress is assessed through the re-administration of the multiple measures listed 
above.  A student is considered to have reached the exit criteria for their area of need when 
they approach the grade level benchmarks established across multiple measures. 
 

 

 



 

 
APPENDIX C 
9-12 RtI/AIS 

 

Eligibility Criteria 

Students are eligible for Academic Intervention Services based on AT RISK performance on 
the following multiple measures: 

 NYS Gr 8 Assessments (in grade 9 only) 

 Interim Progress Reports  

 Quarterly Report Card  

 Applicable Regents examinations 

 Teacher Recommendation 
 

 

Explanation of Services 

The level of service provided is determined through the building’s RtI Team and is based upon 
the level of student need in any given area of concern.  The possible types of services include: 
 

 Tier 1:  Classroom differentiation 

 Tier 2:  Content Skills Lab, Achievement Center, Homework Ctr 

 Tier 3:  Core Support Intensive Class 

 Social/Emotional Support Groups 
 

 

Duration of Services 

Dependent upon the level of student need, the frequency and duration of service will vary 
from: 

 1 – 5 times per week 

 30 – 40 minutes per session 

 Service may begin and end at any time during the school year 
 

 

Exit Criteria 

Student progress is assessed through the re-administration of the multiple measures listed 
above.  A student is considered to have reached the exit criteria for their area of need when 
they approach the grade level benchmarks established across multiple measures. 
 

 



 

Board of Education Approval: 

 

This update to the district’s RtI/AIS Plan was approved and adopted by the Clarkstown  
 
Central School District Board of Education on  ___________________. 
                                                                                                   (date) 
 
 
 
 
By: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________         ___________________________________ 
Dr. J. Thomas Morton                                                 Mr. Michael Aglialoro 
Superintendent of Schools                                     President,  CCSD Board of Education   


