


The Rationale for Rtl 

Response to Intervention (Rtl) is a process that 

ensures that all students receive differentiated 

research based instruction, interventions and 

behavioral supports to prepare them to meet 

the standards for college and career readiness 

outlined in the Common Core State Standards. 

Rtl is a general education program and applies 

to all students, which includes students with 

disabilities, Limited English Proficient students 

and gifted and talented students. The process 

involves: 

• Ensuring appropriate instruction for all

students;

• Monitoring student progress; and

• Providing additional levels of instructional

assistance (small group, and/or individual

ized instruction).

Universal Screening 

The New York State Education Department 

mandates that all students in grades K-4 be 

given an assessment in reading and math three 

times a year that measures their skills. This 

process is called universal screening. Clarks

town will screen students in grades K-5 and 

some secondary students who were not profi

cient on the New York State English Language 

Arts assessment and the new PARCC 

(Partnership for Readiness in College and Ca

reers) assessment. Depending upon the results 

of universal screening, students who do not 

meet the grade level targets are identified and 

given additional instructional support. Parents 

will receive written notification from their 

school if their child is entitled to additional 

instructional support. 

Three Tiers of Intervention 

The purpose of Response to Intervention (Rtl) is to close 

the achievement gap by implementing instructional prac

tices designed to meet the needs of the individual stu

dent. Rtl involves three tiers of intervention, which are 

implemented by the classroom teacher and other staff. 

Tier 1- Tier I is commonly identified as the core in

structional program provided for all students by the gen

eral education teacher in the general education class

room. It requires that: 

+ A curriculum, which is aligned to Common Core

Standards, is provided to all students.

+ Differentiated instruction provided by the class

room teacher.

+ Research-based instructional interventions designed

to meet the needs of all learners.

+ In grades K-5, a daily uninterrupted 90 minute block

of instruction in literacy.

+ Weekly progress monitoring for the students who

are identified by the school's Instructional Support 

Team (1ST) as being at risk of not acquiring the nec

essary skills expected for the student's age or grade

level.

Tier 2- Tier 1 instruction continues and the following 

additional strategies are implemented in Tier 2, which go 

beyond classroom instruction: 

+ More small group instruction provided by trained

specialists in the classroom or an alternate location

outside of the general classroom.

+ Additional instructional time, which provides more

practice time and more intensive instruction.

+ Progress monitoring takes place as often as once a

week by the classroom teacher and/or another

specialist identified by the Instructional Support

Team.

+ Children can remain in this Tier approximately

9-30 weeks.

Tier 3- This more intensive level of instruction is 

administered if a student is not progressing with 

Tier 2 instructional interventions. This next level 

of instruction provides: 

+ Student progress monitoring at least once a

week to determine the student's response to

intervention.

+ Greater individualized instruction delivered in 

a small group setting 30-60 minutes at a mini

mum of four days per week.

+ Research based instructional practices, strate

gies and resources, which specifically address

those skills that present difficulty for a stu

dent. 

After Tier 3 

This next step is limited to a small percentage of 

children who are not making the expected pro

gress after intensive Tier 3 interventions. The 

concern may be that a disability is affecting his/her 

ability to progress. The next steps will follow: 

+ The teacher or parent may seek parent con

sent for an evaluation to be administered for 

special education services.

+ If a parent sees that their child is not making

adequate progress, they may send a letter to

the district's special education office re

questing an evaluation.
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