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News from Governor Cuomo, July 13, 2020



News from the State Department of Health

In-Person Instruction 

• While the goal is to return all students to in-person instruction, due to the 
dynamic nature and risk of community transmission of COVID-19, Responsible 
Parties should prepare for a combination of in-person instruction and remote 
learning to facilitate a phased-in approach or hybrid model, which may be 
necessary at various times throughout the 2020-2021 school year.  In such 
approaches and models, Responsible Parties may use video or 
teleconferencing in lieu of in-person gatherings (e.g., classes, office hours), per 
CDC guidance “Interim Guidance for Businesses and Employers to Plan and 
Respond to Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)”



NYSED Guidelines



NYSED Guidelines

https://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/2.%20Recovering%2C%20Rebuilding%2C%20and%20Renewing%20the%
20Spirit%20of%20Our%20Schools%20School%20Reopening%20Guidance.pdf

https://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/2.%20Recovering%2C%20Rebuilding%2C%20and%20Renewing%20the%20Spirit%20of%20Our%20Schools%20School%20Reopening%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/2.%20Recovering%2C%20Rebuilding%2C%20and%20Renewing%20the%20Spirit%20of%20Our%20Schools%20School%20Reopening%20Guidance.pdf


NYSED Special Education Guidance



NYSED Special Education Guidance



Health and Safety

70 square feet per student will allow for 6 feet social distancing. Classrooms on average will be able to have 
12-13 students plus the teacher(s).



Elementary Hybrid Approaches





A/B Approach



A/B Approach

This approach:
● Allows students to attend in person 2-3x per week.
● Supports social distancing in all classrooms.
● Cohorts students for transportation.

These are a few of the challenges and concerns:
● The frequency of in person meetings where some students would only come to school 

twice in a week.
● Special populations and coordination of services.
● Logistics of transportation to group siblings by A/B Day with class placement.
● Students will largely remain in the same classroom all day.
● Child care complications for families and staff.
● Instructional delivery and blended learning approaches for students learning from 

home.



Half Day K-5 Approach

  Monday-Friday

In School Half Day AM Group A, All K-5

In School Half Day PM Group B, All K-5

2.5 hours in school every day
1.5 hour for transition - Teacher preparation and lunch; sanitizing classrooms



Half Day K-5 Approach

This approach:
● Allows students come to school five days a week for 2.5 hours.
● Supports social distancing in all classrooms.
● Cohorts students for transportation

These are a few of the challenges and concerns:
● Logistics of transportation to group siblings by Half Day A/B schedule with class 

placement.
● Sanitizing between sessions.
● Foreign Language, Art, Music, P.E., Library may need to be via distance learning.
● Opportunities for peer interactions is lessened with lunch on the go for students and 

picked up when entering the school for PM students.
● Length of the day is shortened and presents child care complications for families and 

staff.



K-2 Everyday, 3-5 A/B Approach



K-2 Everyday, 3-5 A/B Approach

This approach:
● Meets NYS DOH and NYSED encouragements for early grades (K-2) to have more 

frequent in person sessions by coming to school every day.
● Grades 3-5 would come in 2-3x/week.
● Supports social distancing in all classrooms.

These are a few of the challenges and concerns:
● K-2 Students would have to be on the first tier of the bus routes.  Grades 3-5 would be 30 

minutes later which presents challenges for families with siblings.
● Teaching Assistants and all other staff would be supporting homerooms in K-2.
● All spaces would be utilized.
● Special populations and coordination of services.
● Child care complications are presented for siblings and students in grades 3-5.



Special Education:

Elementary Special Class Programs Attend Each Day:

15:1 classes at Bardonia (K), Woodglen (1-5), Strawtown (3-5)

12:1:1 classes at West Nyack (K-5)

8:1:3 classes at New City (K-5)

8:1:2 classes at Laurel Plains (K-5)

Birchwood



Special Education:

Elementary Consultant Teacher/Resource Room - Minimum of three 
hours/week

Align service delivery with General Education Classes on the days students are 
in attendance or provide live support when remote based on individual 
schedules and needs.

Integrated Co-Teaching - Simultaneous to General Education when students 
are present or remote.



Special Education:

Related Services

Speech, OT, PT, Vision, Hearing, Counseling Behavioral Consultation - Scheduled 
either on day present or remote based on student’s needs.



Special Education:

SEPTA Parent Survey Implications:

Reading Services

Meeting IEP Mandates - despite best efforts of teachers and providers

Consistency of Services

Social Emotional

Ability to Work Independently



Secondary Hybrid Approaches



A/B/C Approach



A/B/C Approach

According to NYS DOH guidelines, students may need 
to limit movement and cohorting students will need to 
be considered.



A/B/C Approach

This approach:
● Allows students to attend in person twice every six days.
● Supports social distancing in all classrooms.
● Cohorts students for transportation.

These are a few of the challenges and concerns:
● The frequency of in person meetings where some students would only come to 

school twice every six days.
● The inability to cohort some students to remain in the same classroom all day.
● Lunch and peer interactions.
● Movement of students from classroom to classroom.
● Special populations and coordination of services.
● Instructional delivery and blended learning approaches for students learning from 

home.
● Complications for child care if elder sibling(s) is watching younger sibling(s).



A/B Approach



A/B Approach

This approach:
● Allows students to attend in person 2-3x per week.
● Supports social distancing in all classrooms.
● Cohorts students for transportation.

These are a few of the challenges and concerns:
● In order to meet socially distanced requirements, certain elective class sections will 

need to be collapsed to provide additional sections for core subjects.
● The frequency of in person meetings where some students would only come to school 

twice every week.
● The inability to cohort some students to remain in the same classroom all day.
● Lunch and peer interactions.
● Movement of students from classroom to classroom.
● Special populations and coordination of services.
● Instructional delivery and blended learning approaches for students learning from 

home.



Special Education:

Felix Festa MS/SHS/NHS 

Special Class (15:1, 12:1:1, 8:1:3), Integrated Co-Teaching, Resource Room - 
Alternating Schedule In Person or Remote (intention of providing daily based on IEP 
mandates).

Related Services - Speech, OT, PT, Vision, Hearing, Counseling Behavioral Consultation 
- Scheduled either on day present or remote based on student’s needs.



NYSED Timeline



Next Steps

● July 15 - Rockland County District Task Force Meeting at 12 p.m.
● July 16 - Clarkstown K-12 Administrator’s Meeting at 10 a.m.
● July 16 - Clarkstown Central School District Task Force Meeting at 2:30 p.m.
● July 20-22 - Meetings continue for subcommittees and District Task Force 

chairs
● July 23 - Board of Education Workshop II at 4:30 p.m.


