
24 Creates Controversy
Page 3

IN.EDITORIAL

Mrs. Maeillo Spices Up Language
Learning

Page 5

IN.FEATURE

Sex Education:Is it Enough?  
Page 6-7

IN.FOCUS

IN.ENTERTAINMENT

Vo
lu

m
e X

LI
X

M
ar

ch
 05

Is
su

e
V

I

C l a r k s t o w n  H i g h  S c h o o l  N o r t h
RAM'S

1 5 1  C o n g e r s  R d , N e w  C i t y , N Y
HORN

After a long period of con-
struction, the new building
officially opened on March 14,
2005. The music of the Jazz
Band floated through the air
as parents, teachers, and stu-
dents walked the building’s
fresh new hallways. 

Principal Dan Nicholson
was overjoyed that classes
were finally moved from the
mobiles to the new building.

He stated, “Obviously I
may be the happiest one of all,
for the new wing mak es the
remainder of the school look
as old as it is. Of particular joy
to me has been the reaction of
students when they first see
how bright the rooms are,
how large and inviting the
class rooms seem to be and,
much to my surprise, how
much the students like the
restrooms. In brief, the build-
ing is truly a godsend. The
students and faculty and staff
owe the community a great
deal of gratitude for support-
ing its construction.”

So far, there have been
few negative comments about
the new building. Everyone
welcomed the move and the
larger classrooms. 

”I think the simple
brightness and cleanliness of
the new building stand in
contrast to its darker counter
parts in the Annex and the
Main,” said Assistant
Principal Harry Leonardatos. 

The building’s architect,

designed it for future expan-
sion...and for future growth.”
(The glass walls can be
removed and another wing
can be attached to the build-
ing.) “I think it’s something
the district will be proud of .
We’ve made some improve-
ments. The units that supply
air are computer controlled.
You can see on the network
what is happening in each
room.”

“I think North students
finally have a building that
reflects the quality of the high

ful and we’re proud to be
here. It ties us all together.
We’re not two separate build-
ings anymore. We’re one con-
tinuous flow.”

“I enjoy the building.
Anything new is always nice. I
enjoy the plasma screen and
not the smell of skunk in the
morning. I also enjoy being
able to walk to other parts of
the building without being
rained upon. It’ll k eep me
healthier and keep me from
getting pneumonia,” declared
global history teacher Mr. Dan

By Vasuda Nandu
Asst. News Editor

New Building Opens Its Doors

From left to right: Mr. Harry Leonardatos, Dr. Deborah O'Connell, Dr. Lisa Leiberman, Dr. William Heebink, Mr. Dan
Nicholson, Mrs. Nancy Diamond, and Mrs. Jane Hicks



On February 10, the North
Korean Foreign Ministry
announced that they had
gained possession of nuclear
weapon technology. The
Ministry stated that they held
this technology in self-defense
and to "cope with the Bush
administration's evermore
undisguised policy to isolate
and stifle the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea
(DPRK).” 

The Foreign Ministry stated
that North K orea would partici-
pate in six-party negotiations,
but that they will not tak e part
until they can expect positive
results. The Foreign Ministry
concluded that it wishes to
resolve the nuclear issue peace-
fully and aims for a nuclear-free
Korean Peninsula. 

The world has long suspect-

ed that North Korea had
nuclear facilities. This recent
news is the latest maneuver in
the nuclear power struggle. 

In 1970, the United Nations
recognized the danger of
nuclear weapons and put into
force the Non-Proliferation
Treaty. The treaty limited the
testing and use of nuclear
weapons. The UN feared that
the weapons would spread to
"rogue nations" that would will -
ingly use them. 

A rogue nation now has
gained nuclear capacity. The
more the technology spreads,
the more the danger increases.
The weapons of the present age
are much more advanced than
those used at Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. The push of a button
on one side of the world could
mean catastrophe for the other.
Before anyone can respond, it
will be too late. 

Countries that know how
to make nuclear weapons hold
power over countries that do
not. Naturally, the countries
that do not possess the technol-
ogy try to obtain it. 

Once in the wrong hands,
the technology becomes deadly.
According to President Bush,
North Korea, along with Iran
and Iraq, are the "wrong hands." 

It has been America's policy
to lead the world in search for
and clean out of all weapons of
mass destruction. Iraq's sus-
pected possession of these
weapons was the foremost rea-
son for the 2003 invasion. Now,
America is pressuring North
Korea to drop its weapon pro-
duction projects. 
The USA finds foreign produc-
tion of these weapons to be a
threat to America and currently
stockpiles the largest interna-
tional nuclear arsenal. 

President Bush is bent on
spreading democratic ideals and
restricting the military power of
“rogue” nations. In his inaugu -
ral address, he spoke of the fire
of democracy; "It burns those
who fight its progress, and one
day this untamed fire of free-
dom will reach the darkest cor-
ners of our world." North
Korean state-run Pyongyang
Radio responded that U.S. hos-
tilities would result in a "sea of
battle fires" and that Bush
aimed to "rule [the world] by
imposing a freedom based on
power." 

If the superpowers of the
world are consumed in this
power struggle and nuclear
weapons are employed, the
planet's fate is almost certain.  
It is hoped that the politicians of
the world choose to use diplo-
macy and negotiation to defuse
the current situation.

By Carol Kuruvilla
News St aff W riter

ever, a new event was intro- rows in the auditorium, the there were a number of roughBy Rebecca Brehl

A Rockin’ Evening at the Pops
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(From left to right) The Aspira, Spanish, French, and Italian Clubs decorated their respective doors for the annual Door Contest, held during Foreign
Language Week. The competition celebrates the individual cultures and their diverse traditions. Spanish Club took first place in the contest this year.
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North Korea’s Dangerous Game



editorial

Dear Editor ,
Why does Art only get

one corner of the newspaper?
The art section is squished
into a tiny column and an
advertisement for prom dress-
es is two times as big.  

Art is displayed all over

attention immediately.  
Being a Junior at

Clarkstown North there aren’t
three letters more terrifying
than SAT.  

It was interesting to see
some insight from the current
seniors about the test.  

Letters to the Editor

Apparently, "until death
do us part" is not good enough
anymore.  Now, in three
states, Arkansas, Arizona, and
Louisiana, there are new legal-
ly binding contracts called
covenant marriages.  These
marriages can be for a couple
just getting married, or for
people who are already mar-
ried and seek to upgrade their
marriages.  Much like a pas-
senger on an airplane can
upgrade a coach ticket to a
first class seat, a couple can
upgrade their marriage from a
regular, normal one, to a
covenant marriage.  

Covenant marriages are
lik e an alternative form of
marriage.  There are no wed-
ding vows.  Instead, three
questions are asked of the
bride and groom.  "Had they
sought counseling before tak-
ing this step? Had they had
the proper affidavit notarized?
Did they have a copy of their
marriage license and that affi-
davit?"  People in a covenant
marriage agree to seek pre-
marital counseling and must
seek counseling before apply-

ing for a divorce. 
In a covenant marriage,

the emphasis, if the couple
took marriage vows, would be
the "until death do us part"
section.  Grounds for divorce
are limited and include adul-
tery, a conviction of one of the
people for a committed felony,
abandonment, or abuse.

The first covenant mar-
riage law was passed by
Louisiana.  The law, which
went into effect in 1997,
required county clerks to give
the couples applying for mar-
riage licenses a choice
between the regular one and a
covenant one.  Especially in
the South and West, covenant
marriages are being consid-
ered by many states to solve
the problem of a rise of divorce
and single parents.  

Many people in the Bible
Belt preach of the "sanctity of
marriage," and thus, it is a
source of embarrassment to
many of their political leaders
and religious preachers that
many of the Bible Belt's states
have some of the nation's
highest divorce rate.  

Covenant marriages are
becoming a new trend.  Even

By laura Ferro 
Editorial Co-Editor

Until Death Do Us Par
Turn on channel five at 9

o'clock and you'll be tuning
into Fox channel's broadcast-
ing of the ever popular action
series, 24. 

In 24, almost every
episode consists of at least a
few terrorists attempting to
harm innocent victims, citi -
zens of the United States.  

Apparently, by looking at
today’s action packed shows,
terrorists are a vital compo-
nent for a successful series.
However, recently, all the ter-
rorist groups on 24 are either
Middle Eastern, or of the
Islamic race. 

Much controversy has
thus formed over these
episodes.

In the fourth season of
24, fans are introduced to a
Turkish family . The son of the
family becomes a western-
ized teenager with no care for
his parents’ heritage or cul-
ture. 

The parents are portrayed
as immigrants wishing for
their child to learn their
land's culture. At first, this
comes off as nothing offen-
sive, and indeed it is not. 

The offensive matter in
this series is the father taking
on a role of a violent and con-

trolling Middle Eastern dad. 
He murders his son when

he refuses to learn more
about Turkish culture and
refuses to help his father look
out for any bystanders of a
nearby terrorist cell. 

Moreover, the father is
depicted as a fanatic, wishing
for a terrorist attack on
American land. This negative
portrayal contributes to the
stereotype of Middle
Easterners. 

Surprisingly, 24 was
released in the year 2001, the
year of 9/11. 

This leaves only one
question: why would a sta-
tion place an action series
with Middle Eastern terror -
ists on air while efforts to
eventually diminish the same
exact ignorant stereotypes
about a certain group of peo-
ple are being put forth? 

There have been many
complaints filed by Muslims
about Fox broadcasting this
show, a show that basically
ruins their reputation.

After many attempts to
make Muslims seem
respectable and to eliminate
the generalizations  that have
come about since the events
of September 11, Fox refused
to take this typecasting show
off the air. 

By Nishtha Baranwal
Editorial St aff W riter

What’s On 24 ?
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Who needs the Bill of
Rights? Most likely, you don’t
think about it and if that’s the
case, you wouldn't be alone.  

According to a recent
study, this attitude is shared
by seventy-three percent of
American high school stu-
dents who take their rights
to freedom of speech and
press, peaceful assemble,
and petition the govern-
ment  for granted.  

This alarming state of
affairs was explored in a
recent study entitled "The
Future of the First
Amendment," conducted by
the University of
Connecticut and sponsored
by the John S. and James L.
Knight Foundation.

According to the study,
a third of America's high
school students believe that
the free speech guarantees
provided by the First
Amendment go "too far."  To
me, this statistic is not only
astounding, but quite disturb -
ing, even hypocritical.  

If anyone should be aware
of our Constitution and Bill of
Rights, it should be high
school students, no matter

what their level of political
activity might be. Current high
school students, growing up in
an era of new technological
developments, are surrounded
by, and take full advantage of,
the products of free speech.  

Just take a look at today's
magazines, newspapers, tele-
vision, music, and internet

sites.  If our free speech was
restricted (well, more restrict-
ed than it already is by the
USA Patriot Act), most of this
media would be outlawed.  

The government would be
able to dictate what stories
magazines and newspapers

could publish, what programs
are allowed on television,
what music we could listen to,
and what internet sites we
view.  

How would high school
students feel about that? If
they knew how the restriction
of free speech could affect
their everyday lives, would
they still think that our right
to free speech goes "too far"? I
think not.

But most importantly ,
what do the attitudes of high
school students mean for the
future of our country?  Now,
more than ever, the First
Amendment must be upheld
and our right to speak freely
and protest the actions of our
government must be protect-
ed.  

If students, soon to
become adults, are apathetic
and not vigilantly defending
their rights, they are simply
handing the fate of our coun-
try to those in power, which
would make America more
akin to a dictatorship than a
democracy. 

*For more information on "The
Future of the First Amendment,"
visit http://firstamendment.jideas.
org/index.html.  

By Laura Caccavo
Asst. Editorial Editor

Farewell to the First Amendment
The United States has tra-

ditionally been known as a
nation to look up to,  perhaps
for its political stability , eco-
nomic strength, and social
opportunity.  

These characteristics have
led to the development of
major  corporations.  These
corporations say, in short,
we're rich, we've got products,
and the public will hear about
them, whether they want to
or not.  

Billions of dollars are
spent each year to get con-
sumers to gain exposure to
and remember  catchy prod-
uct slogans, which not only
advertise, but entertain us as
well.  

Many people tune into
the Super Bowl just to watch
the commercials.  It isn't
merely to hear about the ben-
efits of getting a mortgage
with Ameriquest, or to buy
stuff with MasterCard, but to
watch how these companies
would spend their $2.3-2.4
million advertisement spots
to get their messages to stick
to our minds.  

Ads are spreading beyond
the TV screen as well.  Just
last week, when I went down
to ShopRite, I stood in line
and happened to look at the
newly installed TV monitors
near the register.  

Those TV screens could do
wonders for disgruntled
shoppers who are getting
frustrated by overly long
lines, since the ads and dis-
count announcements pro-
vide a never-ending plethora
of product information,
bound to keep even the fussi-
est shoppers glued to the
screen.

From the small Chinese
grocery stores in Flushing to
the massive complexes of
Costco and Wal-Mart, enter -
taining advertisements divert

By Byran Dai 
Cl ass of 2007

Ads:Love to Love Them

The new building is wonderful.  The classrooms are big, the bathrooms are spa-
cious, and the band room is great.  The only thing is, why don’t the windows

The writers’ labs are great.  They give all of the publications in the school a place
to work on the magazines, the newspaper, and the yearbook, and all of the com-
puters work properly as well.      

Writers’ L abs >>>

The Ram’s Horn Grades Troublesome and Beneficial Developments at Clarkstown North

This year’s school calendar lacks a long break, with two shorter and separate
breaks for Easter and Passover.  Without a long break, many students are going
to be missing school days to complete vacations.

New Building >>>

spring break >>>

In recent times, the Bill of Rights has
been left in a state of neglect.
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feature
The Spanish language has

intrigued and fascinated me
ever since I was in the fifth
grade.  My appreciation for
Spanish has grown immense-
ly since then, and I could not
think of any other language
that would really interest me
more.  Some may say I am
crazy for taking a fourth year
of foreign language, but I
decided to continue my edu-
cation by taking Spanish
103H.  Although I've never
taken an honors language
course, I chose this class
mainly because I knew Ms.

Maiello would be teaching it.
Born in Italy, Ms. Maiello

has spoken Italian fluently
her entire life.  

When she was four, her
family moved to the Bronx,
where they lived until she was
sixteen years old.  During her
time in the Bronx, she attend-
ed a Catholic elementary
school followed by Bronx

Science High School, where
she fell in love with the
Spanish language.  In the
middle of her high school

career, her family packed
up and moved to
Rockland, where Ms.
Maiello completed her sec-
ondary education at
Clarkstown South.  

From there, she went
on to attend Iona College
in Westchester where she
double majored in Spanish
and International
Business.  While at Iona,
Ms. Maiello received the
“A chievement Award for

Spanish” to honor her
accomplishments in the

subject.  
Although her professors

always knew she would have
a knack for the classroom, she
decided to try out the business
world before she entered her
teaching career.  After taking
jobs at MCI International,
working as a sales manager
for a pharmaceutical compa-
ny, and various other odd jobs,

Ms. Maiello finally decided to
test out her teaching skills.

After the birth of her two
daughters, Danielle and
Stephanie, Ms. Maiello start-
ed out as a substitute teacher
to see if she liked the class-
room environment.  

She soon realized that she
belonged there, and she has
been teaching Spanish and
Italian to high school students
here at North for the past nine
years.  Currently, Ms. Maiello
teaches one Italian class and
four Spanish classes, includ-
ing the 103H class.

Entering into any one of
Ms. Maiello's classes is an
experience in itself.  Her dis-
tinctive expressions like
"Wake up and smell the java!",

combined with her efferves-
cent and upbeat personality
make Ms. Maiello's class so
enjoyable.   Unlike some other
teachers, Ms. Maiello inter-
acts with her students.
Instead of standing at the
board and plainly writing
review material, she comes up
with fun review games that
get the class to laugh, partici-
pate, and learn all at the same
time.  

Even today, in my fourth
year of Spanish, Ms. Maiello

still finds new ways of intro -
ducing interesting facts about
the culture, structure, and
grammar of the Spanish lan-
guage. 

Apart from teaching two
languages, Ms. Maiello is

By John Mallare
Cl ass of 2005

Language Comes Alive With Ms. Maiello

While I glanced around
the room on the first day of
Biology in ninth grade, I
came across someone new,
someone fresh, and someone

Literature), Tseng is com-
pletely fluent and has
become an integral part of
the school community.

The activities that he has
become involved in at North
and his extracurricular hob-

over the school, and his forte
is definitely leaning toward
the "dark" theme.  

Due to his astonishing
ability with all sorts of art
forms and his disciplined
responsibility within the

how to play the guitar
throughout the
four most
stressful and
hectic years of
his life here at
North.  His level

By Dan Lieberman
Asst. Editor-In-Chief

The One and Only Rexy Tseng

Ms. Maiello as a baby in Italy
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Ms. Maiello (left) with Ms. Schembari and Ms.
Peña in Spain

I love having her in the department because
she and I can speak Sicilian to

each other and no one else understands
us. -- Ms. Schembari “



The Media
and Sex

"Sex, Drugs, and Rock
and Roll." The phrase that
started in the 60's has
become the symbol of the

1990’s began
to think that this
kind of behavior
was not only accept-
able, but normal.. 

Nowadays, The OCis

ties.
In a

way, music
has always

been a form of
subliminal mes-

By Jessica Held
focus-co Editor

focus: teenage sexuality

"At your age, you're going
to have a lot of urges. You're
going to want to take off your
clothes, and touch each
other. But if you do touch
each other, you WILL get
Chlamydia... and die."  

Many students laugh
upon hearing this line from
last year's hit movie Mean
Girls.  

However, for much of the
nation, sex education bears
many similarities to the type
of education demonstrated
by the aforementioned line.  

Here at North, we take
for granted the comprehen-
sive sex education that we
receive.  Like many schools in
the Northeast, North boasts a
health program which teach-
es students everything from
how to properly apply a con-
dom to what to do in the case
of a date rape emergency.  

Guest speakers share
information about safe sex
procedures and students are
encouraged to ask their
health teachers everything
that they ever wondered
about sex but were too afraid
to ask.  

Because of this opportunity,
many students feel adequate-
ly prepared to make well-
informed sexual decisions.

However, many students
across the nation do not have
the luxury of such an experi-
ence.  

They are not taught how
to make a well-informed sex-
ual decision or how to best
protect themselves from
STDs, pregnancy, or other
consequences of sex.    They
are simply told one thing
about sex - don't have it.  

Nationwide pro -
grams exist which preach to
students the idea of abstain-
ing until marriage, offering
no information to students
who do not choose to do so.

Sex Respect, founded by
Dr. Colleen Mast, is an exam-
ple of such a program.  

Mast's program aims to
convince teenagers to
ignore the sexual
impulses that fre-
quent adolescence
and utilize self
control to
avoid pre-
marital sex. 

Mast
and her

followers use slogans such as
"Pet your dog, not your date"
to relay their message to
teens in a light, catchy man-
ner.

This latter kind of sexual
education seems to be pre-
ferred by President Bush,
who has given billions of dol-
lars to programs which sup-
port abstinence - only educa-
tion.  

While the Bush
Administration has not open-
ly condoned or condemned
either type of sexual educa-
tion, the large sums of money
given to abstinence only pro-
grams speaks louder than
their words ever could.

This idea of abstinence   -
only education seems to
make sense to those who do
not believe

that teenagers should be hav-
ing sex, but not all students
who partake in such pro-
grams are actually abstain-
ing.  

When these students do
engage in sexual conduct,
they are often unaware of the
safe way to do so, leading to
many unwanted conse-
quences such as pregnan-
cy.  

Although abstinence
is certainly an option for
teenagers, the fact remains
that there are many other
options as well.  

If teenagers are not
well-informed about all
options that exist,
they can not be
expected to
make wise
dec is ions
and will

e n d
up hurt
in the
l o n g
run.

By kimberly canter
focus co-editor

To Teach or Not to Teach: That is the Question

12%
of teens believe

that kissing 
romantically is sex

45%believe that touching
genitals is sex

77%think oral sex
is sex*



The Rams Horninterviewed
Dr. Lisa Lieberman, who has
a Ph.D in Health Behavior
from the University of
Michigan, School of Public
Health.  The opinions
expressed below are Dr.
Lieberman’s professional
opinions, and do not reflect
the opinions of the
CLarkstown School Board.

Rams Horn: Do you think that
today's teenagers receive ade-
quate information about safe
sex and the consequences of
unsafe sex in school?

Dr. Lieberman:  In some
school districts, including
Clarkstown, students partic-
ipate in comprehensive sex
education, which includes
discussions about absti-
nence from sexual activity
AND protection to prevent
pregnancy and sexually
transmitted diseases.  The
overall trend in this country,
however, has moved toward
lessons that focus only on
sexual abstinence.  This may

be a dangerous trend,
because teens who

receive abstinence-
only education

are less likely
to use any

form of
protection

if they
do have
sex.
There
is a lot
of con-
trover-
sy
about
what

kind of
sex edu-

cation
should be

taught in
schools, but

By First Last 
Cl ass of 2004567

Dr. Lieberman Inter
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The average relationship of
today's society is not that dif-
ferent from that of twenty ,
thirty or fifty years ago.
Teenagers have and will always
want to make out and be hot 'n'
heavy. 

However, when you com-
pare relationships of today
with relationships of the early
1900s, there are clear differ-
ences. 

Teenagers today have
become so accustomed to
hook-ups on the first date and
sex on the second that the
need for manners and
courtship has been completely
eliminated. The courtship has
been completely bypassed and
intimacy has begun in the early
stages of today's relationships. 

because this is the culture we
live in as Americans and
m o d e r n - d a y
teenagers. 

Ever since
we have been
old enough to
turn the tel -
evision on,
we have
seen the
m e d i a ' s
d e f i n i -
tion of a
relation-
ship. 

I n
the early
and mid
1900s, the
c o u r t s h i p
stage was
rarely bypassed.
Men tipped their

By lynette ishoy 
Cl ass of 2006

The debate over whether
or not kids are getting
enough comprehensive sex
education in schools has been
going on for years.

Being a peer educator for
Planned Parenthood, my gut
instinct is to simply say "Yes!"
teenagers are getting enough
sex education in schools.
However, when thinking this
over, I realize that this is not
the case.

Every year, members of
Planned Parenthood's TIPS
program (teen information
and peer services) goes to var-
ious health classes and pres-
ents a wide array of materials
from information about hor -
monal contraceptives and
barrier contraceptives, sexu-
ally transmitted infections,
and making informed choic-
es.  While presenting
such topics as "how to put on
a condom," I realize how

important it is that Planned
Parenthood comes to various
health classes and teaches.

In my opinion, two
weeks of sex ed, limited
strictly to the dangers of sex-
ual relations, is simply not
enough.  Teenagers need to
learn not only the importance
of safe sex in the context of a
committed relationship but
also the resources that are out
there to help them.

Students in Rockland
County are blessed to be privy
to a plethora of resources.
Planned Parenthood, located
in Spring Valley, is only one of
the resources. 

Teenagers who are sexu-
ally active should be aware
that Planned Parenthood is a
confidential resource.  This
means, in the simplest terms,
that if you go to Planned
Parenthood, your parents will
not be informed of your visit.

Because of this, in my
opinion, Planned Parenthood

is a safe place for teenagers to
go for STI (Sexually
Transmitted Infection) test -
ing, HIV testing, contracep-
tives, and any other needs a
person may have.

In addition to offering
brith control and other con -
traceptives, Planned
Parenthood offers counseling
and comprehensive advice to
teens about all areas related
to secual activity.

Teens can feel free to ask
any question they may have
about their sexual behavior
and rest assured that they
will get an honest, helpful
answer.

In addition to advice,
teenagers have access to the
numerous contraceptives,
such as the pill, at prices
negotiated based upon what
they can afford.  

Planned Parenthood is a
great comfort to the county’s
teens in need of sexual
advice.  To contact the

By matt grossman
Cl ass of 2006

Planned Parenthood

The more things change . . .

83% of parents do not
believe that their teenager
has engaged in any sexual
activity beyond kissing*
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Who doesn't look forward
to sitting in the shade during
a hot, sticky day?  Most North
students would agree that
gym days aren't as bad during
the spring, because many
have the option of sitting out.
If you  save up your extra gym
days all year, you have the
luxury of watching everyone
else sweat in the heat.

However, this policy does
not hold true at North any -
more.  Starting second semes-
ter of 2005, the rules have
now changed to use your
days, or lose your days.  

Each quarter in gym class,
there are a certain amount of
days that you are required to
participate, thus leaving some
days where you do not have to
participate if you choose not
to.  If you changed and partic-
ipated all the days of that

quarter, then those optional
days would carry over.  

Many students partici -
pate every day so that they
fulfill their requirement as
soon as possible.  They are
then free to sit out in the
spring, when the weather gets
warmer. Now the policy is
that you will just lose those
banked days and start fresh
for the next quarter.  

With this new policy,
there is hope that the atten-
dance for gym will be taken
more seriously since you do
not have those other days to
fall back on.  The gym teach-
ers are implementing this pol-
icy to rectify the attitudes of
some students who think it is
acceptable to skip gym class.  

However, this new system
has caused pandemonium
among the student body.  

"I don't lik e the fact that I
can't save up my days for the
end of the year anymore.

Also, since I had the flu in
February, I lost all my possible
extra days.  Now I have to
keep track of my attendance
more carefully,” says Junior
Sarah Koblick.

Others are not bothered
by this new policy.  They will
continue to participate as they
normally would. 

"I lik e the new gym policy
because I would participate
anyway, regardless of credit.  I
lik e sports, and playing every
other day doesn't really agi-
tate me,” says Junior Megan
Harney.  

Regardless of the student
opinions on the subject, the
new participation policy is
here to stay.  However, this
isn't the only part of the new
gym system that has provoked
a reaction from the students.  

In the past, the gym
teacher would say something
lik e, "This month we are
doing soccer, and next month

will be basketball."  This isn't
the case anymore.  Now there
are three or four options of
activities that the students
can choose from each quarter.  

This allows students to
participate in activities that
they have chosen themselves.
The students can choose from
a range of activities, from vol-
leyball to badminton to bas-
ketball.  

During first quarter , the
seniors were given priority for
selecting activities; the jun-
iors had priority for second
quarter; the sophomores for
third; and the freshmen for
fourth.  

Since the grade that
selects activities first changes
each time, many people feel
that this is a fair process.
Also, this gives them the
opportunity to be taught by
various gym teachers.  The
gym teachers can also select
the activity they want to

By carly teich and
lindsay bass

Cl ass of 2005, co-fea ture editor

Mixed Feelings About Gym Policy

On Monday, March 7, 2005, the school
library displayed the high quality artwork of
Jackie Markowitz, Aviva Mail, Kristina
Diamond, and Kathryn Ho, four of Art IV's tal -
ented students.  These artists have been work-
ing hard all year to prepare for their show.  It
gives them a chance to display their work to
their fellow students, and receive the recogni-

By michelle israel
cl ass of 2006
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By Pam Kokoros
Cl ass of 2005

entertainment 9
Million Dollar Baby, the

poignant story of a female
boxer whose dreams for a bet-
ter life are tragically cut short,
has proven to be successful
both at the box office and with
the viewing public. It has also
been very successful with the
voting members of the Motion
Picture Academy who have
rewarded this film with four
Oscars. The Oscars Million
Dollar Baby won are Best
Director, Best Picture, Best
Actress and Best Supporting
Actor.  

This film was clearly a
labor of love by director, Clint
Eastwood. Eastwood complet-
ed the entire film on a thirty
million dollar budget over a
period of thirty -seven days.
This demonstrates that a
movie does not have to be a
"big budget" extravaganza to
ensure critical and commercial
success.  

Million Dollar Babyis some-
what unique in that it has no
special effects, no love inter-
ests or love scenes, no foul
language and the only vio-
lence that is present in the
film is directly related to the
storyline itself. 

Almost the whole movie is
filmed in a gym setting and

the director therefore relies
upon the actors' interpreta-
tions of their characters to
drive the film forward. It is
masterfully narrated by
Morgan Freeman, who won a
B e s t
Supporting
Oscar for his
role.  

Centra l
to the theme
of this film
is the con-
cept of
redemption.
The female
l e a d ,
M a g g i e
Fi tzgerald,
played by
two time
oscar winner
H i l l a r y
Swank, has
sought to
excel in the
violent sport of female boxing
to give some meaning and
depth to her life.  
In the movie, Fitzgerald has
struggled with poverty and
with loneliness yet she has
been able to rise above her
given circumstances to a place
where she refuses to give up
her dreams and aspirations.  

It is a testament to the
strength of her character that

Fitzgerald is content with her
accomplishments when the
rug is pulled out from under
her so tragically. She does not
engage in self pity but instead
she tries to call the shots on

her own future when it
appears that others may do it
for her.  

As a viewing audience, we
are ultimately humbled by
observing what simple needs
she had in life and how gener-
ously she gave of what she
had to other people even when
it was not appreciated. The
role of the trainer, which is

played by the film's director,
Clint Eastwood, seeks
redemption from a tragic mis-
take that he made so many
years ago. 

His friend and employee,
a former
boxer, lost
the sight in
one eye
when a fight
should have
been called
but was not.
The audi-
ence sees the
trainer as a
sad and
r e s i g n e d
man who
has not been
able to for-
give himself
and seeks
forgiveness
through reli -
gion and

ultimately through the selfless
act of assisting this female
boxer with ending her life
with dignity .  

The ending of this film is
sure to provoke a great deal of
discussion about euthanasia
and assisted suicides with
overtones of religious ethics
about right and wrong and the
sanctity of life.  

This film did not mak e

By Tim Sadrukula 
Cl ass of 2007

Million Dollar BabyMakes A Million Dollar Splash 

Million Dollar Baby is a hit with both viewing audiences and critics alike. Clint
Eastwood won two Oscars and Hilary Swank won one Oscar for their roles in
the movie. 
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These days, Michael
Jackson is known for many
things and has many names.
To his loyal fans he is known
as the King of Pop, opposed

By Rachel Moses 
Co-Entert ainment Editor

Mic hael Jackson
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Senior FSenior F

For more information, please see 
Ms. Basso or Mr. Mathew

Price $  10 

Students and staff come together to 
perform both original and classic songs, 
dances and skits for a night of laughs 

and entertainment

April 1st, 2005

• Low minimum opening deposit1

• No monthly maintenance fee

• Optional linked savings account for easy fund trans
fers

• Toll-free Citiphone Banking available 24 hours a day
7 days a week - speak with a Citibank represent
or use the automated system

A Citibank S tudent Checking 
an easy way to bank around your odd
hours - and a good st art for your future.

Our Student Checking Account Includes : 

Most students confess to
wishing that they actually
knew their idols or their
favorite celebrities; after all,
what could be cooler than
eating lunch with The O.C.
gang or going to the
Academy Awards on Johnny
Depp's arm? 

However, not many of us
can achieve that sort of priv-
ilege.  The next best thing
would be to spend, two or
three minutes with a star
while he signs a little piece
of paper and poses for a few
pictures.  

Sometimes, it’s even less
than two or three minutes,
especially when sighting
them from a distance and
wondering if you're either
seeing things or if it's really
that celebrity. Junior Laura
Marichondra reports, "I saw
Robbie Williams, David
Duchovny, and Tony Danza,
all from a distance."

So, remember, whether
it be at the local Starbucks
or the radio station-spon-
sored back stage event,

you're bound to meet at least
one of your favorite artists.
Or at the very least, run into
them purely by mistake, as
sophomore Zeba Jamshed
admits, "I mistook Jesse
McCartney for someone else
and pushed him by acci-
dent!" At least it was a long
time ago. 

Most people go to find
celebrities in either stores
promoting their newest
fashion designs or sold-out
concerts that sport back-
stage events. Freshman
Jeremy Dansky recounts on
how he met the world's most
infamous heiress: "I met
Paris Hilton at a GUESS
store and she was signing
posters; I went up to her and
said hi." Guess there's more
to the simple life than tour -
ing the country as an intern. 

Sophomore Dan Mann
describes an encounter with
Katie Holmes, saying, "I
don't remember where but
she was signing autographs
in booths and was very hot!" 

Senior Cheryl
Silverbrand recounts the
time Newlyweds Jessica

Simpson and Nick Lachay
greeted her backstage at the
2003 Z100 Jingle Ball: "They
were so nice and took the
time to sign autographs and
take pictures." Apparently
no questions on the differ-
ence between tuna and
chicken were posed. 

It's even better when
your parents are actually
friends with an admired
celebrity: Danielle Delay's
parents actually grew up
with Eddie from Big Brother
10's parents but she claims
stardom hasn't affected him
yet: "I met him at a family
reunion. He was just a nor-
mal guy and never let it get
to his head". 

What happens when an
idol isn't so humble or
down-to-earth? Junior Sini
Stephan recalls her disap-
pointing meeting with
Salman Khan, an Indian
superstar- ”I saw him at the
Bollywood Awards, where I
was in a dance group and we
performed alongside him. I
didn't lik e him, 
he was so arrogant and
annoying."

By Joy Guo
Asst. Entert ainment Editor

Encounters of the Celebrity Kind 
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March Madness, You?March Madness, You?

Katz
Winner: Washington
Biggest Upset: 
On The Look out:
“W isconsin plays the best defense in the
country, so there is a possibility they can pull
off a few upsets and mak
Final Four.”

Vin
Winner: UNC
Biggest Upset: 
On The Look out:
“Georgia Tech is in the midst of a hot streak,
beating UNCin the ACC semifinal game.
They have the same record entering the
tournament as they did last year when they
went to the championship game.”

Frank

LePre
Winner: UNC
Biggest Upset: Ohio over Florida
On The Look out:
“Everyone is overlooking Gonzaga this year. Zag
can sneak through to the Final Four with possi-
ble upset victories over Washington and Wake
Forest.”

Juddy
Winner: Oklahoma State
Biggest Upset: Wis-Milwauk ee over Alabama
On The Look out:
“Watch out for Florida.  The Gators always play
tough ball, and are hot at the right time.  These
guys are trying to turn some heads.”

Player

1)V

2)Juddy

3)Lepre

4)Ed

5)Katz

6)Frank

Ed

SCOREBOARD

Alex "Juddy" Judka, Alex Lepre, Frank Marallo, Ed Mihalcz, and Matt Katz wreak havoc in the halls of the
annex as they discuss and debate who’s who in the 2005 NCAA tournament.
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Loretoni, Katz, Lepre, and Marallo discuss possible first-round
upsets.
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Kids, place your bets- it's
March Madness time.  Fans
across the country are collec-
tively struggling to pick the
winning brack ets, and are
failing miserably.  But fear
not- there is hope. Clarkstown
North's very own group of
stubborn seniors have con-
vened in order to guide you
through the 2005 NCAA
Tournament.

Although each of our
experts argue the other is
clueless, there is nothing a
few hundred wings can't
solve.  Seniors Alex Lepre,
Matt Katz, Alex Judk a, Vinny
Loretoni, Frank Marallo, and
Ed Mihalczo got together for
Wing Night at Sutter’s Mill
and a debate on who's coming
out on top during this year's
sacred March tournament.

By Sara Lambert
Co-Editor in Chief
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As winter melts away,
many high school athletes are
hanging up their winter equip -
ment and getting ready to
relax through the lazy days of
spring.  Clarkstown North's
senior Greg Cohen has a com-

lacrosse season as a North stu-
dent with plenty of momen -
tum from his performance
throughout this year's basket-
ball season.  The senior's
aggressive defensive effort and
seven and a half points
per game helped propel
the Ram's to a 14-7

need for lacrosse.  Both sports
are very quick, and require a
lot of running."

This head start was clearly
a step in the right direction for
Cohen last spring.  He piled up

put the ball in the back of the
net, Cohen's real strength is
his ability to dish it off .  He led
the team with twenty -one
assists last season, helping
him earn major recognition

and a spot as a
Second Team
A l l - C o u n t y

By Frank Marallo 
Sports Editor

Cohen’s Talent Carries into Spring 

ATHLETE OF THE MONTH

My personal goal this season goes hand
and hand - I just want to help“

ht tp://www.thejournalnews.com/sportsgallery/050604/p ages/10.htm Courtesy of SAGA Y earbook


